
increase of appetite, and the little patient recovered without the use of
tonics. Under some circumstances opium is a heller cordial than wine.

In cases of pure croup, i. e. in cases where there is no ulcération and
nothing of cynaiiehe maligna, the treatment by frequent exhibition of
small doses of sul). mur. hydrarg., as directed in a communication made
by me to the Mass. Med. Socieiy, has in my practice been uninterrupt-edly successful ; hut in cases of cynaiiehe maligna simulating croup,which have often been called croup, although improperly, as well as in
all oilier eases of nleci'aiion in ihe Region of the glottis inducing spasm,mercurial preparations alone are insufficient remedies. In these cases, as
well as in all doubtful cases Where ihe disease does not readily yield
to the mercurial practice, opium should always be tried, and should be
administered in frequent and sufficient doses to meet the exigences of
the particular case.

CASES OF NEURALGIA, WITH REMARKS

BY W. A. GILLESPIE, M.D. OF LOUISA COUNTY, VIRGINIA.

[Communicated for the Hosten Medical and Surgical Join nal.]
It is not perhaps sufficiently well known to the members of the medical
profession that toothache, and what is vulgarly called jawaehe, are fre-
quently of neuralgic character and of miasmatic origin.*

Many cases of this kind are submitted to the manual dexterity of some
neighboring mechanic, who extracts tooth alier looth, until at length ihe
disconsolate sufferer, without experiencing the least relief, frequently
abandons himself, in despair, to tho-agony of the most excruciating tor-
tures. Several eases have come under my observation, in which per-
fectly sound teeth have been removed, anil often several in succession,
in consequence of no relief being afforded from ihe extraction of the
first. In addition to this, nostrum »her nostrum is tried in vain ; tooth-
ache drops of various kinds, many of which domain mineral acids,
the tormented sufferer uses in profusion, lo the eventual destri/Mion of
his few remaining instruments of mastication, credulously reposing confi-
dence in the assertion of ihe boasting empiric, who vends them as per-
fectly innocent !

I am, by no means, opposed to the extraction of teeth, in proper
cases, with due discrimination and reference to collateral circumstances.
Carious, useless teeth should always be removed ; but under few circum-
stances would I be disposed to remove a sound, useful tooth. When
odontalgia is produced by slight caries, complete success has been known
to follow the mere starting of the tooth from the socket by the instru-
ment, and immediately pushing it back into its natural position ; thus de-
stroying its nervous connection whilst it adhered firmly to the socket,
and causing it to answer, in a good degree, the purpose for which it was
intended.

The following cases exemplify the success of quinine in neuralgic
odontalgia. Notwithstanding the labors of many late writers, the paiho-

* M'Cullocli, Boll, etc.
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logy of neuralgia is slill involved in much obscurity ; but I believe no

remedy, as a general one, i.i preferable to the sulphate of quinine. Many
cases ihat were formerly termed rheumatism, ouglu manifestly to he classed
with neuralgia ; ¡I is in this way, perhaps, we can account for the many
high encomiums passed on the Peruvian hark as a remedy in acute rheu-
matism, by Drs. Hugh Smith, George Fordyce, Haygarth, Sic.

Case I.—July 29. Mrs. S. had been subject to violent toothache,
or jawaehe as she termed it, for three month's. During this time she
had applied 10 a mechanic, who extracted, at different periods, three
sound leeth. No relief being afforded, it was thought proper lo have
professional aid ; and accordingly 1 was called to the patient a few hours
after the extraction of the third tooth, h was one of the large molares
of ihe upper jaw, perfectly sound, and its removal had had no effect on
the pain, which was of that lancinating, shooting character, too intolerable
almost 10 be borne, at least not without the greatest fortitude. Upon inqui-
ry, finding the pain to have regular periodical exacerbations, and knowing
ihe patient to be exposed to the miasms of a marsh, which had produced,,
in the same season, some violent cases of remittent and intermittent fe-
ver, I viewed the disease as of miasmatic origin, and prescribed sulphate
of quinine in free doses. There was in a short lime a suspension of the
paroxysms, and the patient, on account of the disagreeable taste of the
quinine, which was given in solution, discontinued its use.

August 15.—The paroxysms of pain had now returned more severe
than usual. I was again called lo ihe patient, and again prescribed qui-
nine, Which was not taken as directed, and on the 20ih August I saw
her again. I now prepared some pills of quinine, and represented to the
patient the absolute necessity of" laking them constantly and regularly,
and predicted with confidence almost certain relief from ihe most excru-

ciaiing torments. She now took ihe medicine as prescribed, regularly,
and bad ihe satisfaction of informing me during the same week that she
had escaped the periodical returns of her distressing complaint, and was
now well salisfied that the medicine had controlled it. She has since
had no return of it.

Case 2.—September 28, I was called to Mrs. K., residing in the
immediate vicinity of ihe foregoing case, and exposed to the same miasms.
She had suffered for ten months with violent toothache, as she termed
it, and had had two teeth extracted, boih perfectly sound, with no relief;
and having heard of ihe preceding case, she concluded that hers was a
similar one, which I found on examination to he nearly so, the parox-
ysms, however, being more irregular in ibis than in the former case.
Quinine was prescribed as above, and in a lew days entire and perfect
relief followed. Fomentations, blisters and purgatives, had been previ-
ously used in ibis case, wilh no perceptible permanent relief. She has
since had no return.

Ellisville, Dec. 15, 1833.
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